While she was in the nursing-home I endeavoured to get information from her which might lead to an estimate being formed as to the cause of her illness. There was no history of epilepsy in her family or in any of her relations, and she assured me that she had never previously had any epileptic attacks, but she mentioned that almost exactly, six months previously she had had a fainting attack for which she had been attended by the doctor of the family in which she was then residing.
On writing to this doctor I was somewhat startled to find that the illness for which he had then seen her was precisely similar in character, though less in degree, to that for which I was attending her. There had been an attack of faintness, with some confusion of ideas, followed by typical epileptic fits of considerable severity, though apparently neither so severe nor so long continued as those in which I had seen her. There had been no apparent cause for them, there had been no previous attacks of this kind, and it had been considered judicious not to inform the patient of the real nature of her illness. 
